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1, The Administration rocommeads an appo~.ionmen%‘of,$l+9jOO~to Syria ‘—.—

to assist in a two-year project toy the dewil,cqynen$and ekpansion of school

feeding and school health services in which trainfig of school personnel, com-

.,.,

munity participation and health and nuttitiond education of the ~~blic WO~d

be imporiant elements, UNICEF would,provide:

a) driedskimmilk$ fish liver oil .andstoves for school feeding.,..

in 240 prtiary schools to beheflt 10,000 children in 1956 and.

30,000 $?1957; ,:

b) basic health eg.uiptientfor school clinics to extend school

health services to f“iftyadditional schools;

c) seeds “andh&d pumps for school garden projects in fifty rural-

a~ricultural sch~ols; and
,,

d). tramsport for coordinated supervision of the various services.

2. Thematching commitmeiitsof the Government f-orthe ti,b-yearperiod

are estimated at the ecjxivalentof J185)O00 for the provision of personrie+lj

equipment and utensils for the school feedi:g programmed vehicles for super-

visory and inspection work and misc@lane@.zs,facilities and.services. ~~

3* ‘ “ This programne is based in part’on studies by experts of the”United
,,

Nations Wreau of social :,ffairsjFAO and WHO. FAO -d ltdo~~~1 assist ~fith
.’

technical advice du~ng the implementation of the programrae, ,

4. The Board has previously appoti~one~la f~t~l ot $7’0~000to sYri? for

maternal -andchild welfare out of which ‘provisionhas been made for equipment

for health centres and dispensaries, drugs and diet supplements, laboratory
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eqyipment, transport and equipment for the,pediatric and maternity wards of

two large hospitals.” (E/I’CEF/178~.ev.~, para. 71 ,andB/~GEF/212j para.’4O2).

A description of the public health organization and he@.th services in Syria

was presented .tothe Board in connexion with earlier rec~mmendations. (E/ICEF/

R.156 andE/ICEF/R,382),

5. Some notes on educational facilities, school health services and a

scheme for primary rural agricult&aJ.schoolS, which the Government has been

developing since 1948,,areflpreseatedf.n’@~~-&to this document. ‘
., ..

The Problem of Child Nutrition - -. ——-—.—

6. “d‘A study made by the United lVa~ionsBureau of Soci~ Affairsin 1953
found a large wastage of life ‘amongyoung children due ir,considerablemeas&e

,,

to poor nutrition and reco&ended further study of the va3.ueof local foods.,

nutrition education and a school feeding.programme. The state of health and

nutrition among primary school children in Syria was”more recently ’examinedby

an FAO/WHO’team which visitedSyria in hiarch2955.. This tesm:in its report

stressed the soundagricultural potentialities of the country and concluded that

the greatest need was for nutritional education and,improvement of the food ..

habits of the people. Deficiencies of nutrition are particularly evident in

rural areas where cereals predominate in the diet, with minor amounts of pulses

and milk products. Pre-school groups are particularly vulnerable and show a

high mortality rate caused by poor nutrition. The FAO~iHO team suggested that

a sound nutrition scheme be linked with,school gardening in order to teach ..
.

“childrenthe “hews.and Whysl]of producing and consuming protective foods which

they would g~ow.on their own farms later on.

7. Financial limitations have in’the past prevenied the Government from

carrying out:recommendations and plans for school feeding programmed and nutri-

tional.educationj’.andhave curtai>ed school health services, The proposal now

presented would,make it possible for the Government to proceed with three parts

of its overall plan for expanding’and improving school services: school feed-

ing, school health and school gardens~

a
“Study’of Services for Children in Syrial~
13 July 1954

byG. Chesters,S:T/T@.J.Syria,

/Plan of Operations
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Plan of O~erations.

8. Responsibility for school health and nutritional services willbe

carried by the Directorate of School’Health. As the work develops eighteen

full-time supervisors (two for each Mohafazat or province) will be a~pointed to

‘workwith the school medical officers and to supervise the implementation of

the progi-amme. One vehicle will be allotted to each of the nine biohafazatsto

be used by the sehior medical officer and”two school’health supervisors respons-

ible for regular routine duties and super-visionof the programme in each prov-

ince. For the first two-year phase, UNICEF”would prowide three vehicles and the

Government would provide the remainder,

Community Partici~ation and Public Education .

9* Aneffort will be made to enlist &l.1possible municipal, coronal and

private and”volqntary participation-andinterest in order to exbend the services

as broadly as possible throughout the country and eventusll.yto consolidate these

services on a permanent basis. An educational Campaign will be undertaken to

acquaint the public tith the progrsmme Pad with its long-range objectives.,.

School Services Committees

10. With the assistance of the programme supervisors,”’schoolservices com-

mittees will be constituted in each of the tovinsand villages where the serv-

ices are to be carried out. Each committee will comprise the head of the mu.nici-

pality’or the l%iukhtaril,one or more “representativesof the parents and a repre-

sentative of the liinistryof Education who may be the school headmaster in til-

lages where no other representative of the hinistry is permanently available,

These Committees will takean active part in the development of school services

and till work to secure at thetonn and ti’llagelevel an increased public in-

terest and participation for the const~t.promotion and improvement’of school

~~rvices. .

/Ti”ainingof Staff...
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Training of Staff

11. :’.lleclicalofficers

health supervisors will be

,,. . ‘,,’ . ...’

appointed.foh school.health services and the school
?

required to undertake suecial trsimim course’sor-.. -

ganize.dbythe School Health Directorate on all the.various aspects’of school
4

services,~ncludinghealth and nutrition$ the scope, mechsnics and long-range
.

objectives of .the:programme.The SchoolHealth Directorate will expand its

cuqriculumfor .e$nmercourses for school h~~th assistants so that instruction ‘

is sufficiently comprehensive;tocover all,the services involved. Conferences

wQJ. also be held before the st~t of ’each.schoolyear where schoo~”personnel ,~

connected with the work of the services will receive specific @d&nCe on-the
\

objectives and obligations of the programme.

., ,,

Three Part Proposal: ,,

12. “ ‘Theproject which UNiCEF isqsked to assist falls into the three parts

desaribed%elow. The supplies.andequipment which Ul?IC13Fwould provide .(See

para. 13 below) would be for the two-year period ,1956-1957. - >. ~J~~

a)
,,.

School Feedin~’and Nutrition Education: UNICIU?would provide’288”tons

of skim milk powder and forty tons of ‘fishliver oil to pro~de dally.

Supplenwntary rations,for 180 days per year to 101000 pr&ry school

children in eighty schools during theschocl year 1955-56 and to 30,000

children in 160 schools during the school year 1956-57. “TVWhunch%d ..

Wd forty kerosene stoves v~ouldalso be prodded by UNICEF for the prep-
(

aration of-school meals. Areguh.r mid-ses$ion meal will be provided

to school children each school day consisting.of locQly produced pro-

tein and,vitamin foods, including fruits and vegetablesand sugar, in

addition to the UNICEF ration of milk. The Weals till vary according

‘tothe types of food which are,available locally and will be plaruled’

in accord~ce witha basic nutrition programmedstablished by”the Di-

rector of the School ‘HealthServices with the assistance of FAO. ‘Uteri-

sils and other kitchen equipment will be provided by the Government.

During the 1955-56 school year the feeding progranne vdlll.be carried

out in the Mohafazats of Sweida, Derala and Damascus; in 1956-57 it ~11

be extended to Horns,Hama and Lattakia. The possibility of developing
.

/the programme...
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the prpgramme in one or more of the three re~ining provinces will be

considered later} dependent in part upon the success of op&rations in

the other provinces,

Courses in nutritional education whi.ch.arenow given in the

“Leachers!training schools and in primary and secondary schools will.be

re-eriented with the help of FAO and ~th special emphasis on the

practical considerations derived from implementation of the school feed-

ing programme.

b) SOhCOl Health Services: The Government proposes to add new technical.—
services to the existing school health Frograme and to expand and im-

prove these services so that more prim&y schools may benefit. TO assist

in this project, UNICEF would provide fifty sets of basic health equip-

ment, comprising first aid kitsj weighing scales with measuring rods;

charts for testing eyesight and simple diagnostic equipment,

The initial aim of the School health service is to detect and
-.

remedy abno~malities and provide treatment for minor ailments which

would interfere with .school.ingor be detrbenta.1.to health~ Emphasis,

in the expanded service will be placed upon: school entry examination,

periodic re-examinationj maintenance of basic health records,including

progressive height and weight records for each school child,and ade-

quate provision of treatment services,

The School Health Directorate pl~s in 1956to increase to seventy

the nui.berof part-time medical officers froqthe 38 employed at present.

The number of trained school health assistants is expected to be doubled

in 1956and the number of cl.inicsavailable for school children will.he

increased accordingly. Until health services are more extensively

devel.nped@ the country so that children could be referred to lacal

health units fortreatxumt andfollow-up, the School Health Directorate

plans to open school dispensaries in all large localities on the basis

of one dispensary per ten schools, Ten such dispensaries have atieady

Feen established in Damascus and four in Home.

Iq rural, less populous areas~ the school health assistant and/or
~,

medical ‘officer’willbe personqll.yresponsible for ensuring adequate

/folle*up action
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c)

. . . ..

,p?~@$ e~Qh.pssistaqce,l:~Q,be.,.~pr~,@~~,:$re,p:~~..,the,n~a~gstgqvermqent.,. ..

dispensary; alternatively, suitiablearrangements,~lbemade,w~i cti-the
n-L

School-H:~th Dire,otorate,yiU ~l@d&ze as.ne$~ssary$.@ qQ~e that ,,., ,. ......:....4... .. .,.,
~

?q@red treatmentis given.,,....... ,:.,.,..~ ., ,.,., , , ,,.~’,,. , . ...

As in the ‘caseof’ tha Schbol “re~dhg pr~gramme, the sch~ol health

service:willbe developed’’progressitiely,”con’tientratingupon three ‘

selected Mohafazats in tinefirst year, .Qnthe kasis of fuiiher ‘“::

ex??erience,.the programpe v,cKUbe .e~nded in relation to.the,avail-. “’,.~’ ,
abil$ty of tr~ined personnel and SUP rvlsors. P@icu3.ar attention b -.

be giTen.to the coordtiation of the ser~ge, with .~hedevelopment of
,.. , .,. ,
o,t,her,..rural health,york? Such coordinati~n.,will a~so,~e,deyeloped @ ~,,

co~@On. @th. current mass health activities in appropriate fieldsj
. .

for example.the mycosis .iontrolcampaign in which UNI@F is.,assisting”....

(“seedoc~en~ E/ICEF/L.h89) and the BCGVaminatbn and niass-radiography,. ,.
schek s“being developd by the N&istry. of Health,,.‘1..: ... .,.,.,. .,..’.:,~..”’:.,,:
““’‘“~S a‘ftither adjunct to its programme of school ser~~e ~~.~~e’

,’ .,;,

Government’pl&Is to in~al safi drink~g water syppLes; ~itaqz ,,.
,,. ... .

.,
Pritiesj septic tan& “%gdwash bastis fi s~hoois. In ~he;L_cirger ‘;.,., ,. .,. ,,, . ‘: ?.,
“schools, ‘wherepossible, shower f,acilitieswi~ be pro~ded”;, CO-tY;., ,. :,...
participation win be efi~ed for tiis phase of the progr- which’,

Will also be supervised by tlm School Health Directorate tith the
,,.,

cooperati~fiof the Nfiistry of Engfie+r~”g’and Construction● The

Government-will encouiage and exkend all’possible”assistance~so that

such elml.ro~fiental sanitation Schemes’wifi be’duplicated in the‘“areas

surrounding the schools. . . . ,,

,., ,,
.,

F’ri&by School Garde~s ● The purpose of this part of,the ~rojeet will

be to promote the deVelOpm&t of s&ool gardens “~ fifty pri”maryagri-
.,’

;.. ,..
e~%~al’ schools (see Annex ~,’.’paras.4 &d’ 5) in’,orderto ,@Ve. j,. ,.. .., . ..
p~actical”train&g’ to“-c~ildren”in the produc~ion of”protective foodsi

.... ;...-..,., .,. .’./. ,
Food#grow fi the”&hool g~&i& Aii’”be Uttized to the n&bmm

,,

, . 11:, .,.:’.’. ., .,
extent in develop~g the”School feeding progr&&e, and the feed$ng

., :.,..,,., ., ...- ,,,

‘prog&u&me’pkl.ined’above ‘~~ifi&aduall,y’Le “extendedto the.,pr~ry
.,,,.,.,.. .... .,!.:.,..’7,..,.“”. ..‘.‘, ,’. .

agricultural scho”ols~
..’ /UNICEF w@.d‘..
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UNICEF would provide fifty pumps to ensure adequate water

supplies for the school gardens in the primary agricultural schools, The

local communities will provide the l~bour for digging or enlarging the

school well as required and toJ?building pump,shelters~ A small qyantity

of selected garden seeds for each school i’s also requested frqm UNICEF,

UNICEF Cohrl.tments—— —

13.,
$49,000

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

UNICEF would provide the following at an estimated total cost of

for the first two years of the,project:
U*SC$

For School Feedtig

Skim milk powder

Fish liver oil

Kerosene stoves

(see para,12a above)

28$ tonq NO COST

40 tons M+,ooo
240 2JO00.

For School Health Se,rvi~ (see para.12 b above)

Routine he~th equipmeatY each set to
include a first-aid kit, weighing and
measuring scale, set of Snellen eye-
test charts, stethoscope ~d otolary@oscope

50 sets 4,000
For PrimarySchool Gardens(see parao12 o above)

Pumps for wells 50 3,500
Seeds, assorted special varieties 3,000
Transport for the Coordinated Services

(see para. d above)

Station lJagonswith spare parts 13 $,Coo
Contingencies B

Total supplies and e~tipment......,.o+eo....t.e...37.500

Freigti~on supplies and equipment 3;500
on powdered milk 8,000

Total,lJNI~F commitmen~e~..o...............,...$49,(IOO

Approval and Participation of WHO and FAO”

u. As expl@ned above (para.6) this allocation is intended, in part, to

help the Government implement improvements in school services as recommended by

exper$s from the United Nations Bureau of Social Affairs, WHO and FAO. Tech-

nical approval by WHO and FAO is expcted.
,-

/Government Commitments—
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b)

c)

d)

,.,. ....,,, .>,., ‘..

,’ . ,.

Equipment and.)Sup@le’:~ . ,..’,,. !. ..”................ .-,
.

—
‘The Governn@nt..::,,. ,: :~::,.medical inspection work. .

.,,.,.
Storage space, Fuel, S~are parts for “‘“~“’”’”‘““,”’“”~j

Vehfc,les+,Nai.ntena.xce.etc...:.:~~.‘,‘..::.~ .I:~~~~@C~, ~ ..... .....,,. ... . ,.’,:..,.,
Total estimated COSt ‘‘ :,:,,.,’“~’~~::672~0~0.‘:”;‘-’““””

,... ,,....(.. ,-’.::
.....!..:,!.)’.,

,/ .,,, ,.

,’,..,.
,,

.;..,,

.,..:

,J’f..

,,

,., ,. .,.1 ,.. , ..,,..,,;’ Eqq,i~Len,$;t,@US$ l@ 2000

F
t

4

.“ ., ( . ,’.. .,,“.,
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T,arC;et‘TimeSchedule

164 By October 1975 .

By December 1955

,’,

January 1955
January-March 1956

June-July 1956

August 1956

.

Septenber 1956

Recruitment of six supertiisors,training of
\

school teachers and.other pel’sonneland

implementa~ion of first phase of the programme.

Government to ccxipletefinancial and

administrative prov~sions and procure~ent of

equipment for feedinG yroogramme. UNICEF to

make first tglivery of milk, fish liver oil and

stoves. “’ ,.

School feeding prograimneto begin.

UNICEF deltve~~ of equipnent for school clinics,

puays; seeds and one ve~~icle. Government

recruitment of additional medical staff.

UNICEF delivery of additional ~ilk, fish

liver oil, ~umps, seeds and two vehicles.

Government recruitment and initiation cwrse

fcr six additional supervisors, conference for ‘

school principals and teachers. Recruitment

of additional medical suypli.es,procurement of

additional vehicles, financial and other

arrangement fcr local food contributions,and

provision of additional equipment for feeding

~roganmm~

Im@ementa-Lion of second”phaseof school

fei?d.inGprogramme and school garden progranune.

‘..
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ANNEX I

S~ia -
.,

., : ,.,,,. ,.
Some Background Information On Education” .‘ ‘“ :
School Health”5ervices and Primary.——.—
K@-icul.tuxalSchools .’ $—.

:,

Priti.ri’Education’a~dSch’oolServices in Syria—. ——,.., ,..

1. The Syrian Gc?vernmeiltis making considerable progress towards,.-
eliminating illiteracy and gei:erallypromoting the standard of education throu@l-
out the country, Efforts are being made to’’<evelop at the.same time a school
health services.programme and to,trqin increased numbers of children’}n the
production ‘anduse of protective’foods and the elements of environmental
~anitation. , ,. ,“.,,,. ,..,

‘2. Primary education,is, by law> compulsory and free @. Syria~ There ‘
are 2y~00’government primary schools and 304 run by private and voluntary
organizations. TheGovernment thus shoulders.almost the entire burden of the
country’s primsry:education ,Thisextensive,network provides facilities for
75 to 80percent’”of the countryls children of school age, which is ? re~atively
high standard.for the Eastern Mediterranean area. The public intsrest in
education is great and the demand is such that,in some localities morning and
afternoon’sessio’nsfor different shifts of students and teaching.staff had to
be organized in the same buildings. Special facilities are provided for the
education of Bedouin children as part of the Governmentts overall scheme for
the settlement of thi.ssection of the population. To meet these obligations
the Ministry of Education was granted ’some18 per cent of the national budget
in.1954,whichwas increased to20 per cent in 1955.

.

.. .. ,

School Health Services

3* ‘- school childrenwere serviced irregdarlyby medical officers.of the
Ministry of Health until 19’j4-whenthe increased,budget of the Ministry of
Education permitted the creation-of a sep&rate School Health Department”under
that Ministry, consisting of one SchoolHealth Director assisted (forthe 1954-55
academia,year) by 38 medical officers working on a part-time basis in the nine
Mohifazats (provinces) of the country. In ’addition,a special summer course in
school health services was or,gaaizedfor a number of School HealVa’Assistants
recruited from among primary school teachers, Forty-eight such School Health
Assistants are now available in various parts of the countrY. Consultation
clinics for school children have been established and these Assistants work
under the general guidance of the responsible medical officers in providing a“

I simple Health Service for local “schoolchildren. The School Health Directorate
is much concerned to develop this service qualitatively as well as in extent.
Allamial on School Health is now under printing by the Government press and
increasing attention is,being given to improved hygiene aridsanitation in all “.
schools.

‘.

-. _,..=_-
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Primary Rural Agricultural Schools—.,

f 40 The scheme for prim$wy rural

4
agricultural schools was started in 19+8

as a fundamental step in the Governmentf,spolicy for the development of rural
areas. The premises for such schoolsand the land for their garderis(usually
varyiil~in size between 5,@o and30,00()square metres) are provided by the
rm”al community which oftienalso contributes Iabour for the digging of water
wells.,the setting “offeticeq,etc. The Government provides the teaching staff,
furniture, tools, insecticidesand fertilizers as well as any needed demonstra-
tion equipment. Theoretical and practical agricultural education is given to
the fourth and fifth grades, i.e. to childxen 10-15years old, who learn to
handle such simple tools as they would ;f’indin their home farms and with which
they are taught to plant and care for new arid.or improved types of vegetables,/
pulses, fruits and cereals.chosenwith @rt.icular attention to the needs of
the area in which the school is situated, ~~eping of bees and s~ll stock is
frequently also included in the programme, and the possibility of developing
fish ponds with the help of the FAO Expert on Fisheries assisting the 14inistry
of Agriculture is being considered, Produce of the School garden is used for
consumptionby the stadents and part of it is sold locally, the proceeds beinG
used for the benefit of the school.

The number of primary rural agricultural SC11OO1Sin Syria totalled 147
%ring the academic year 1954/55. The Governmentts policy is to introduce
progressively such agricultural instruction into all primary schools in rural
areas, the only limiting factoi-in this process being the availability of
qualified agricultural teachers. The present Graduation is at the rate of
forty to fifty each year after a three-year course given in two training schools
specially established for primary r~~al agricultural school teachers. Three
additional traininG schools of this sort will be established in the next two
years. The value of this scheme to make the children aware of the importance
of the land and teach them at an early age-m.eth.odsof good farming and the best.
crops, is increasinglyappreciated among rural communities,who support it
whole-heartedl.y. The popularit)-of the scheme thus makes the primary rural
agricultural school a particukrly valuble channel for conveying to the rural
communities modern ideas in the healthy sanitation, nutrition and social fields.


